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Welcome
Dear Friends,

Everything is unprecedented until it happens for the first time and 2020 has certainly been unlike 
anything that we have experienced before! The past six months were beyond our imagination with how 
events unfolded as a result of COVID-19. It has completely changed life as we knew it. Due to the pandemic we made 
the difficult decision to pause our services for 17 weeks. We were thrilled to welcome back the children and families 
when we resumed our respite care at Kites Corner on the 3rd August. To support infection prevention control measures 
the nursing team are now wearing full personal protective equipment (PPE) and our playroom is arranged in zones to 
support social distancing between the children. It’s fantastic to finally be back, albeit very differently and the children 
haven’t paid any attention to the fact that their nurses are wearing scrubs, masks, goggles and aprons!

It has been my absolute privilege and pleasure to manage James Hopkins Trust over the last 5 years, however I feel 
now is the right time for me to step down and spend more time with my family. Sarah has worked alongside me for 
the past 6 years and we are in the very fortunate position that she is able to take on the role. I can confidently step 
down knowing that we are in very safe and capable hands. I will be staying with James Hopkins Trust and will take on a 
financial management and business support role. Sarah will reposition from Charity Manager to Trust Manager from the 
1st January 2021.

Please join me in congratulating Sarah and wishing her the very best in her new position.

Warmest wishes, Jo

It is an honour  to be part of the amazing James Hopkins Trust family which has been part of my life for 
18 years. It is with much pride that I move into the role of Trust Manager in January. The families and 
children we support are my inspiration and are at the heart of everything I do. I am lucky to work with 
such a passionate and committed team of trustees, employees and volunteers which makes every day an absolute 
pleasure to be here!

Sarah

Alisonwatercolour
In Loving Memory ...... These stunning water colour paintings were created by 
an amazingly talented James Hopkins Trust Nurse Alison, during lock down. Ali 
generously donated them to the charity which we sold to raise to raise money in 
memory of the darling child for whom she provided respite care that very sadly 
passed away recently  

The auction raised an incredible £1130, a testament to how superb Alison’s paintings 
are. Alison will be donating 10% of the sales from future sales of her paintings to The 
James Hopkins Trust.

If you are interested in a commissioned piece please visit Alisonwatercolour on 
Facebook or email her on alisonrob@gmail.com 

Our volunteers and supporters have continued to do completely 
amazing things for us over the last few months, 
getting ever creative during lockdown– here’s a 
little snippet of what they’ve been up to

Matt Dymond from the TSB Change Team based 
in Barnwood very bravely had a “charity shave-
off” of both his beard and hair! 

The shave took place at a ‘Virtual’ breakfast club 
in July with his team and the help of his brother 
to raise money for James Hopkins Trust.

Absolutely Brilliant Matt!! You look very 
smooth! Thank you so much!

Our volunteers 
Chris and Steve 
have been making 
face coverings, Jam, 
Chutney and Cakes 
and donating the 
proceeds to JHT.

Here is one of Alison’s commissions of 
cockapoos Toffee & Tango



Our wonderful friend Aaron Apperley custom makes whelping boxes 
and is very generously donating some of the proceeds from his 
sales to James Hopkins Trust, in memory of his friends little boy.

Whelping boxes, also known as a nesting box are designed to protect 
puppies during birth (whelping) and early life by keeping them 
protected from cold and safely contained, away from the danger of 
crushing or smothering from the mother.  As you can see from the 
photo’s both mum and pups seem very happy.

To order, contact Aaron directly, he’s on Facebook – ‘Custom Whelping 
boxes by Aaron.’

Thank you Aaron for your continued support.

The specialist children’s seats, called P-Pods, that 
we have at Kites Corner have velour coverings, 
which whilst comfortable are not quick to wash 
and dry, so we needed some removable, washable 
covers for infection prevention control.

The incredibly talented Mandy Siney very cleverly 
created a pattern and made some for us.  These 
are easy to wash and dry, plus they are bright and 
colourful which the children love, they are perfect!

A Huge thank you to Mandy for creating these for us, 
we are so terribly grateful to you.

Charlotte raised an amazing £524 making and selling face coverings 
in aid of James Hopkins Trust.  

Charlotte said “They are a wonderful charity that help the children and 
families of children with life limiting or threatening problems.  They 
have also helped my beautiful little sister Dolly by providing respite 
care.  Dolly’s page is Dolly Wood and All She’s Withstood.  I wanted to 
do something to give back to the charity as a thanks for everything they 
have done for so many people.

Thank you to everyone who has already brought masks off me x”

Rheanne Mansell created a wonderful community mask tree in 
Nordown Road which was fully stocked with face coverings for adult 
and kids aged 2-8 years and asked for suggested donations going to 
James Hopkins Trust.  She raised an amazing £300!

Thank you to Sew for Keyworkers Glos



Making Kites Corner 
COVID-19 safe
DAILY FOGGING TO MEET INFECTION 
PREVENTION CONTROL

Our extreme thanks go to Osprey Deepclean for their 
generous gift of a steamer with fogging attachment & 
disinfectant and their ongoing support in keeping us safe.

Whilst there has always been some Personal Protective Equipment used 
here at Kites Corner, this has increased significantly in order to support our 
COVID safe re-opening.  As well as gloves and aprons we now have to ensure 
that masks and visors are also in use to maintain our high standards and to 
enable the on-going safety of the children and our staff.

This has had a dramatic increase on running costs for Kites Corner, requiring 
an additional £350 per month to ensure we can continue to provide respite 
in a safe environment.

We have reimagined our play spaces to ensure 
that the children have maximum fun whilst 
maintaining social distancing

Our socially distanced playroom  
at Kites Corner!

Our Mascot, Kite 
the Koala is looking 

fab in his scrubs!



JHT treat boxes  
for the families
In the midst of the lockdown, conscious of what a difficult time 
it must be for our families, many of which were shielding we 
wanted to help bring a smile to their faces by delivering boxes 
of goodies.

As you can see by the photos and comments, our families loved 
their surprise deliveries

A huge THANK YOU to our amazing 
friends at BiGDUG for generously 
donating 2 wardrobe cupboards for use 
here at Kites corner.  As you can see the 
nursing team were absolutely thrilled 
to have this wonderful storage space.  

But the Thank you’s don’t stop there... 
the wonderful team at EG 
Carter very kindly arranged for 
pickup and transportation of the 
cupboards and helped us put 
them into situ, they even went 
above and beyond and pumped 
up the tyre on our sack truck whilst 
they were here!  

“We were not 
expecting this 
exciting bundle 
today x  Thank you 
so MUCH x had 
a few tears as so 
chuffed x things 
like this are a game 
changer”

“Thank you for the big 
box of treats that 
has lifted all of our 
spirits here at home”

“Thank you so much for 
this amazing parcel so 
overwhelming and generous, 
thank you xx”



Marshall, by Debbie  
(Marshall’s Mummy)

Lockdown had some bad days every now and then but it 
was outweighed by the positives. With no school, no nursery 
appointments and being in the house gave us time to 
become a family again and not just people passing by.  We 
ate together, played together and had conversation which are 
rare when you have a teenager ha ha! This spare time also 
gave us the opportunity to give Marshall extra physiotherapy 
and learning time which helped him achieve in gaining 
strength to be able to sit unaided for a short time, and also 
he became very vocal and started saying Mum, albeit mostly 
when moaning ha ha! 

We had days of highly strung emotions and not knowing how 
to deal with them, tears and frustrating times but luckily they were short lived. I am glad lockdown has been lifted as 
I felt it was the right time and we needed normality and routine back, and more so I needed a break.

It has been great to end this lockdown experience with Marshall coming back to JHT.

Tommy, by Charlene 
(Tommy’s Mummy)
In November 2019, Tommy underwent an intense ten hour Brain Surgery operation.  The 
operation was a success.  Tommy had only just returned to The James Hopkins Trust for 
nursing respite care at Little Kites before Lockdown took place and already, the wonderful 
JHT nurses could all see the positive impact that his surgery had had.  Lockdown took 
place just when Tommy was on the cusp of having a real developmental breakthrough.  
Within days of us adjusting to just being at home, enjoying our garden and lane, 
Tommy was on his feet and walking!  There was always a firm question mark in Tommys 

development and we never truly knew if Tommy would walk 
independently.  This new brilliant reality hit me when I realised 
that Tommy needed Wellie Boots...and fast!  He discovered 
his favourite new game; jumping in muddy puddles.  I think I will keep those wellie boots 
forever as a keepsake, as I never thought he would need them. 

So there it began, Tommy spent lockdown stomping up and down our lane on his own two 
feet.  Alongside this, Tommy started to talk.  Before his surgery Tommy was not even able to 
chew his food.  So with a lot of perseverance and some lockdown tears, Tommy mastered 
the art of chewing all of his food successfully.  His ability to chew unlocked his speech.  
Tommy can say lots of words that are important to him, mainly his favourite foods and his 
beloved Nanna.  

Children’s Lockdown 
achievements



Sarah recently joined the admin team taking the total number of Sarah’s at Kites Corner 
to 6!  We asked her a few questions…..

• What did you do before you came to us? My whole career to date has been in the banking 
world in a variety of roles from Admin, through to process improvements and finally 
working in Change as a Project Manager.  I spent 22 years at C&G, Lloyds and finally TSB 
before making the decision to take a change in direction.  JHT holds a very special place 
in my heart following the support they provided for my son and therefore I jumped at the 
opportunity to come and join such an amazing group of people.

• What’s a typical day in Admin look like?  In the short time I’ve been here I’ve deduced that 
there is no ‘Typical’ day!  Tasks and activities include, letter writing, filing, processing the donations that come in, 
answering the phones and generally anything that needs doing on the day.  I am lucky to be able to split my time 
between the charity office and the nurses office so I’m getting to learn a bit of everything that goes on throughout 
the Trust

• How have you settled into life at JHT? Starting a new job during lockdown has been a very strange experience but 
everyone at Kites Corner has been so lovely and welcoming, it feels like I’ve been here forever!  

• Tell us an Interesting fact about yourself…… I’m a Forest girl born and bred, I was one of the last babies to be born in 
the Dilke hospital just outside Cinderford so I apparently have Miners rights!

• Hot dog or Burger? Burger, must have cheese

• Mayo or ketchup? Both

• Summer or Winter?  Winter, there’s nothing better than snuggling up with a hot chocolate and a good book

Little Kites Leavers
In September a number of our children started school!  Don’t they all look super grown up in their uniforms

This is such an amazing achievement for so many of our children.  It’s so very heart-warming to see them 
progress and grow

Kites Joiner MEET SARAH N
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Activities in Lockdown

Ria and Dave Heap kindly helped 
out their neighbours by doing their 
garden during lockdown.  So grateful 
for the work that was done they 
made a very generous donation to 
JHT to say thank you. 

Shelley has been super productive 
and creative in lockdown and used 
her time to teach her gorgeous dog 
Dudley to play noughts and crosses!

With barbers and hairdressers closed the 
team have been upskilling themselves and 
being creative with their grooming. Sarah J 
called in the help of YouTube to learn some 
beard trimming skills so that she could help 
keep her son looking neat and tidy. 

Stacy completed a Dog 
Grooming diploma to 
help keep Dexter in tip 
top doggy condition.

2 deferred weddings & an engagement – We haven’t had 
a JHT staff wedding for years! sadly this year we should 

have had 2 and lots of preparation for a 3rd.  

Nurses; Shelley, Sarah and Emma have all sadly had to 
postpone their big celebrations and rearrange plans due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

We have everything crossed that we’ll be  
buying new hats in 2021!



We got locked down but 
we came back again!
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Due to the on-going impacts of the Coronavirus, in order to 
ensure everyone’s safety we have taken the difficult decision 
to postpone our regular events including the Christmas 
extravaganza and the Kite Ball.

We hope to be able to kick start our event fundraising again in 
May 2021 with our ever popular Golf Day.

In the meantime there are still plenty of ways to support JHT...

Events & Fundraising

Great News!  You can now support the work of James 
Hopkins Trust through the M&S Sparks reward scheme.  
Just nominate our national partner ‘Together for Short 
Lives’ as your Sparks Charity and M&S will donate to 1p 
to children’s hospices every time you shop with Sparks.

Remember you won’t see JAMES HOPKINS TRUST as an 
option to nominate, but we will benefit as part of the 
Together for Short Lives’ partnership with M&S, which is 
designed to generate funds for its national fundraising scheme, 
which distributes the proceeds to children’s hospices around 
the country including ours!

Please sign up and nominate Together for Short Lives as your 
Sparks charity https:www.marksandspenser.com/joinsparks 
#MySparks



JHT Face Masks 
We are super excited to have James Hopkins Trust branded masks  
for just £5!  In you are interested in buying any, please contact us  
on Info@jameshopkinstrust.org.uk  

Christmas Cards - Ecards 
https://www.dontsendmeacard.com/charities/KGbM - click here to go to our 
Dontsendmeacard page to see our James Hopkins Trust Christmas Cards - 
Ecards.  

All of the beautiful scenes of Gloucestershire, that the charity has been well 
known for on cards, are available in e-format. 

Christmas made 
easy by JHT



Christmas made easy 
by JHT
Gift 
Vouchers
Need to buy for someone that 
has everything? We have the 
answer - a charity gift card.  
Choose from £5, £10 or £15.

Please get in touch with us at 
info@jameshopkinstrust.org.uk 
for more details



If you don’t have access to social 
media – fear not!  You can still keep 
up to date with everything that goes 
on here at JHT by logging onto our 
website:

www.jameshopkinstrust.org.uk/news

July  Georgia Edmonds, Lucretia Osborne, Tara Flight, Tristan Tandy,  
Rocco Pioli, Grace Murphy, Henry Bromberg

August  Daniella King, Elsie Savidge, Isobel Stock, Zoey Stephens

September  Romani Gardner, Simon Waite, Lachlan (Lochy) Weeks, Max Stucken

October  Zara Hodges, Jamie Mulaney, Amy Mustoe

November  Timothy Bale, Matthew Hall, Sadie Humby, Maia Kirkley, Florence Maiden

December  Rachel Gowan, Graeme Dick, Annabelle Smith, Daisy Alder, Brandon Lewis, 
Jasmine Lambert, Zeba Parekh, Samyog Prakash, Christopher Wright, Anas Koky, Alfie Greenwood, 
Thomas Barber

We remember

Mrs McAldinden is our oldest lottery winner, during lockdown she celebrated her 100th Birthday!

Gloucestershire Lottery is James Hopkins 
Trust’s own lottery scheme - ALL proceeds 
come directly to James Hopkins Trust.

www.jameshopkinstrust.org.uk/
lottery-joining

NEWSLETTER LAYOUT thinwhite.co.uk

THINWHITE
D E S I G N  •  B R A N D I N G  •  W E B

D E S I G N  •  B R A N D I N G  •  W E B



If everyone in Gloucestershire 
gave us £1 a year then we 
would have enough funding 
to support ALL of our children 
for 1 FULL YEAR!
Your support is extremely important and is vital for us be able to 
continue to provide the free nursing respite care our families so 
desperately need. We need to raise £1600 a day and can only do 
this with your help.

By making a regular monthly donation to James Hopkins Trust you will 
be helping us to continue to provide nursing respite care and support 
for the life limited and life threatened children in Gloucestershire.

REGULAR MONTHLY GIVING FORM

Please complete and return to: James Hopkins Trust, Kites Corner, North Upton Lane, Gloucester GL4 3TR

Title: Forename: Surname:

Address:

  Postcode:

Telephone:  Email:

STANDING ORDER AUTHORITY

Please pay: The James Hopkins Trust 
Bank: Lloyds Bank, Lydney, Gloucestershire   Sort Code: 30-95-29   Acc. number: 00068742

Amount: £  Date of first payment

Account name:  Bank name:

Bank address:

Bank/Building Society Account No.         Sort Code:

Continue payments until further notice  n  

James Hopkins Trust can claim back the tax on your donation if you are a UK taxpayer, with no cost to you. Please sign below  
to confirm that you are happy for us to claim from the UK Government the tax that you have already paid on your donation 
(currently 25 pence for every £1 you give).

I am a UK taxpayer and would like for James Hopkins Trust to claim back the tax on my gift  n

Signature:  Date:


