
KITES CORNER, NORTH UPTON LANE, GLOUCESTER GL4 3TR 
T 01452 612216  WWW.jameshopkinstrust.org.uk   /thejameshopkinstrust

J A M E S  H O P K I N S  T R U S T  N E W S L E T T E R
SPR ING|SUMMER  2020

Registered Charity No.1183110

Nursing respite care for life limited 
and life threatened young children 
in Gloucestershire



Welcome
‘A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step’ is a fitting proverb for James 
Hopkins Trust as on the 17th September 2019 we reached, embraced and celebrated a 
milestone, our 30th birthday. From grief and humble beginnings, we have grown to where 
we are now, providing nursing respite care to 103 life limited and life threatened young 
children across Gloucestershire. Here’s to another 30 years!

In the summer we were thrilled to have our sensory room here at Kites Corner completely refitted with state-of-
the-art equipment to enhance and enrich the children’s sensory experience. The transformation includes a resonance 
mat and beanbag which are interactive with music. This is vitally important, especially for our children with hearing 
impairments. The heated waterbed provides a soft base from which the children can take in the array of visual effects 
while benefiting from its gentle and soothing motion. Interactive boards that react to movement, noise and touch 
are both encouraging and stimulating for the children. The colour changing light tube base surrounded by mirrors 
is a favourite with the children, they love to see themselves reflected multiple times bathed in pretty colours. This 
masterpiece is perfected with a projector that brings an entire wall to life as a cinema screen.

We are also delighted to have another wonderful addition to Kites Corner and JHT team - Jo Bowden joined as our 
new Play Specialist in January and has already introduced some fun and exciting activities to the children.

You can keep up to date with what is happening with us via our social media platforms and website where we 
regularly display photos of the children having fun and making magical memories.

Finally, I hope you and your families are all keeping safe and well in these current difficult times. We look forward to 
welcoming everyone back to Kites Corner as soon as it is safe to do so. Please take care of yourselves and accept our 
heartfelt thanks for your support of James Hopkins Trust, we truly appreciate you.

Enjoy our newsletter.

Very best wishes, Jo Page

Our fantastic new sensory room takes the 
children’s sensory experience to a whole new 
level.

The resonance beanbag and mat both vibrate to 
the beats of the music that’s being played through 
the speakers. Good Vibrations! The heated water 
bed, with light curtain above, offers itself with a 
cosy and therapeutic space and is a very comforting 
place from which to watch a film showing from the linked in projector. Infinity 
and ladder lights are both interactive with touch, movement and sound and the 
mirrored area with colour changing light tubes is marvellously hypnotic.

New Sensory Room



Fun!

Foam

Custard Messy

Paint

JellyGiggles

Baking
Water

Smiles

Splat painting



One to one nursing care

Here are a few 
of our nurses 
with their 
respite children

One to one respite care involves one of our nurses being allocated to provide respite care to an individual child, 
usually on a weekly basis. The nurse will get to know your child and the family very well and will provide respite 
care at the family home or, when the family is ready, in our beautiful respite centre where the children can 
make use of all our sensory equipment and rooms.

James Hopkins Trust Nurse, Jo provides one to one nursing respite care 
in the family home for Dolly.

Jo says, “At the moment, as Dolly is prone to infection, I can’t bring her 
into Kites Corner but we have lots of fun at home instead, playing with 
all her toys, singing and even doing some crafts! Mum uses the time to do 
the things she wouldn’t easily be able to with Dolly, her oxygen and other 
equipment in tow”



Rest in peace Heather
Tragically, just a month after the charities birthday celebration, Heather Hopkins passed away 
after a long illness.

Heather dedicated her life to her much loved husband Vance and adored daughter Sophie. Heather 
and Vance’s sons, Matthew, Richard and James may have had short lives but they were a much 
loved part of the family and their memories were cherished by them all.

After James passed away, Heather played a vital role in ensuring every life limited, life threatened and severely 
disabled young child in Gloucestershire would receive desperately needed support and free nursing respite care. 
Heather’s vision was to offer care and support for families in a home from home environment filled with magic 
memories, laughter and love. With the help of her family and close friends she achieved her dream and so much more.

James Hopkins Trust 
turned 30
On the 17th September 2019, James Hopkins Trust celebrated 
its 30th birthday - a truly wonderful and perfect day. Vance and 
Heather Hopkins, the charities 
founders and parents of James and 
James sister, Sophie, joined us at 
Kites Corner, along with many of 
our friends from the past 30 years 
for the celebrations.

The sensory garden was steeped in 
sunshine providing the picture-perfect 
setting for a extra special occasion.

January  Rhys Cullis, Noah Hann, Oliver James,  
Lucas Dunn, Amelia Hopkins, Ella Murray, Charlotte Matty and Minnie Westby

February  Brekkan Chapman-Smith, Callum Nichol, Thomas Adams, Amy Jakeman,  
Amy Hawkins, Joseph Tilling

March  Jasmin May Heap, Jordan Green, Keziah Townsend, Angus Scrivener, Jack Thornley  
and Precious Swatton

April   Tyler Sherwin, Emily Rodgers, Ava Parsons, Clara Day, Honey-May Dix

May  Jake Hughes, Thomas Whitlock, Maryam Parekh, Joseph Newton Dix and Arthur Spackman

June  Connor Jenkins, Charlie Ellis, Andrew Tibbles, Bethany Rogers and William Fletcher

We remember



We asked her a few questions...

What did you do before you 
came to us? Prior to joining 
the team at JHT I worked with 
Gloucestershire Early Years 
Service as an Early Years advisor, 
supporting children with SEND 
and their families, nurseries 
and preschool/playgroups to 
ensure that the children have the 
opportunity to engage in and 
enjoy play and learning, usually 
through the Graduated Pathway.

What’s a play specialist, more 
so the James Hopkins Trust Play 
Specialist? I see my role at James 
Hopkins Trust as an opportunity 
to provide a fun learning and play 
environment where all the children 
feel safe and secure, are understood 
and are happy to attend and be 
themselves. To work alongside the 
nurses and parents to ensure that 
we are providing the opportunities 
and experiences for the children. I 
look forward to working with our 
lovely parents to ensure that we 
have a really good understanding 
of their unique and wonderful little 
person and that we are providing the 
right activities and experiences for 
them, which in turn will enable us to 
celebrate and share those little magic 
moments of progression that can only 
come when all of the above is in place.

How have you settled into life at 
JHT? Feel like I’ve been here for ages, 
not just a couple of months. Everyone 
has made me feel so very welcome. 
Really enjoying being part of the team.

What’s a typical day at Kites 
Corner for You? There is no typical day at Kites Corner. 
Generally Monday to Wednesday my focus is Little Kites 
and then Thursday and Friday are planning for next 
weeks activities and at the moment finding my way 
round the computer system and thinking about Easter 
Holiday activities.

Favourite Activity with the 
children so far? Custard Gloop 
sprang to mind when I first saw 
this question, it was soooo messy! 
But I think the way the children 
have settled into our hello time 
and singing session has been my 
favourite. Each week they are 
slowly beginning to join in with the 
hello song and copying some of the 
signs that are involved. Its great.

Tell us about something funny 
that’s happened as Play specialist 
with the children at JHT. What 
happens in the play room stays 

in the playroom. The reaction to the 
gloop was really interesting, loved the 
way that some of the children became 
engrossed and the reaction of some of 
the staff team was funny.

If you had a paper plate, sticky tape, 
glue, a paper straw, a pair of scissors, 
a ball of yellow wool and a pot of 
brown paint what would you make? A 
Sunflower or a lion mask or a giraffe in 
a wig mask.

What fun can you have with a 
cardboard box? Possibilities are 

endless. Houses, castles, jack-in-the-box, 
cars, just takes a little bit of imagination 
and for our children a little prompt or 
two to get going.

We love that you have rainbow 
coloured hair and look like a mermaid 
– if you were a mermaid what would 
you mermaid name be? Jewel, coz I’m a 
treasure! Random fact,: My Aunties name 
was Muriel which means “Bright sea”.

If you were a boxer what track would 
you walk into ring to? Has to be “Roar” 
by Katy Perry. Everyone has a voice and 

needs to Roar!! Especially our littlies.

What are you most excited about doing in your first 
year here? Getting to know all the children and their 
grown ups and working with the amazing JHT team. Also 
developing the indoor and outdoor play areas.

We are delighted to welcome  
Jo Bowden to James Hopkins 
Team as our Play Specialist



On the net
You can keep up to date with what’s happening at James Hopkins Trust by visiting our social media pages 
where we regularly post pictures of the children, news and events.

Over the last 12 months we have received a phenomenal £3240.00 via the Facebook DONATE button!

  Thejameshopkinstrust      JHTcharity     www.Jameshopkinstrust.org.uk

Kite Ball 
2020
Our 5th Kite Ball, with headline sponsor Thomas Legal, was 
a fantastic and wonderfully successful evening! 290 guests 
joined us at Hatherley Manor Hotel on February 8th, where 
we feasted on Chef’s culinary delights then came surprise 
guests...The Swinging Rascals burst into song during dessert. 
Our singing waiters were a complete hit and rocked the 
room. Following a napkin swinging, all singing and fun set 
from the guys we held an exciting auction full of unique and 
interesting lots, a raffle and an entertaining game of heads 
and tails where the lucky winner bagged themselves a large 
crate of wine donated by Laithwaites.

Big Dug and Iron & Earth Equipment sponsored the décor, 
drinks reception, entertainment and gift bags for the evening. 
Buffoo Celebrations provided a stunning welcome backdrop 
and created a spectacular balloon display on each table which 
caused great delight when guests popped their 3 foot glitter 
filled balloons showering their guests in gold confetti!

Colly enchanted everyone with his absolutely remarkable magic 
skills. He was truly unbelievable and we thank him hugely for 
donating his time to us for the evening.

Our friend Mark James was our DJ. Mark graciously gifted his 
services to us once again, graciously coming out of retirement 
after two months just for our event. We are so grateful to him 
and wish him a relaxing retreat.

A whopping £22,000.00 was raised at the Kite Ball which is 
beyond our wildest dreams. Thank you to everyone that helped 
us to reach that amazing sum. The Kite Ball 2021 is on Saturday 
27th February!



Ralph the Elf visited Kites Corner which was very exciting for the children. 
They delighted in seeing Ralph who came armed with cuddly elves which 
he gifted to everyone.

Thank you Big dug for arranging this  
wonderful treat!

Christmas  
play & party
Some of the little ones and nurses put on a Christmas Play for 
their James Hopkins Trust friends and families. The children 
looked fantastic in their costumes and were just wonderful! The 
Christmas party for all of the charities children and their siblings 
followed with a visit from Santa too! Here are just a few photos 
of the magical memories made that day.

Festivities



If everyone in Gloucestershire 
gave us £1 a year then we 
would have enough funding 
to support ALL of our children 
for 1 FULL YEAR!
Your support is extremely important and is vital for us be able to 
continue to provide the free nursing respite care our families so 
desperately need. We need to raise £1600 a day and can only do 
this with your help.

By making a regular monthly donation to James Hopkins Trust you will 
be helping us to continue to provide nursing respite care and support 
for the life limited and life threatened children in Gloucestershire.

REGULAR MONTHLY GIVING FORM

Please complete and return to: James Hopkins Trust, Kites Corner, North Upton Lane, Gloucester GL4 3TR

Title: Forename: Surname:

Address:

  Postcode:

Telephone:  Email:

STANDING ORDER AUTHORITY

Please pay: The James Hopkins Trust 
Bank: Lloyds Bank, Lydney, Gloucestershire   Sort Code: 30-95-29   Acc. number: 00068742

Amount: £  Date of first payment

Account name:  Bank name:

Bank address:

Bank/Building Society Account No.         Sort Code:

Continue payments until further notice  n  

James Hopkins Trust can claim back the tax on your donation if you are a UK taxpayer, with no cost to you. Please sign below  
to confirm that you are happy for us to claim from the UK Government the tax that you have already paid on your donation 
(currently 25 pence for every £1 you give).

I am a UK taxpayer and would like for James Hopkins Trust to claim back the tax on my gift  n

Signature:  Date:



Events & Fundraising
Wouldn’t it be great if you could do your shopping and help our charity at the same time?

TA DAH... Introducing Amazon Smile.

Amazon Smile is simply Amazon but it donates a % of what you spend to the charity of your choice.

AND ...James Hopkins Trust is registered with Amazon Smile

SO… visit smile.amazon.com login with your usual Amazon login and password.  
Select your charity to be James Hopkins Trust and it’s done!

Happy shopping 
= Happy JHT!

As we are now sending the majority of our newsletters via email we are not able to post everyone the Summer 
Prize Draw Raffle Tickets as we have done in the past. 

We will be relying on you, our lovely supporters, to let us know if you would like to buy some tickets, or are able to 
sell to your friends & families on our behalf, to help us with our fundraising. Do get in touch if you’d like tickets by 
emailing info@jameshopkinstrust.org.uk  
or calling 01452 612216. 

Summer prize draw raffle tickets

Thank you!

Gloucestershire Lottery is James Hopkins 
Trust’s own lottery scheme, ALL proceeds 
come directly to James Hopkins Trust

Mrs McAlinden is our oldest lottery winner 
at 99 years of age!

2020event calendar
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Sunday 12th July Summer Fete  
at James Hopkins Trust, Kites Corner 1-5pm 
Stalls and sponsorship available - please get in touch for details.

Friday 6th November Karting & combat challenge 
at JDR Karting, Gloucester, teams of 6 from £360 
Sponsorship available - please get in touch for details.

Sunday 13th December Christmas Extravaganza  
at Hatherley Manor, Gloucester 1-5pm 
Stalls and sponsorship available - please get in touch for details.


