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Welcome to our very special limited edition summer newsletter in which we celebrate our 30th Anniversary. This huge 
milestone gives us an opportunity to reflect on just how far we have come; What a wonderful lasting tribute Vance & 
Heather Hopkins have achieved in loving memory of their precious son James. Very simply, James Hopkins Trust  puts the 
children and families we support at the heart of everything we do. With heartfelt thanks to the kindness and generosity of 
you, our Community, we exist to ensure that every child living in Gloucestershire who is severely disabled, life limited or 
life threatened will have access to specialist respite care to help enrich their lives and the lives of their families. 
  
I hope you enjoy a nostalgic look, on page 2, at all our achievements over the last 30 years. Please keep an eye out on our 
Facebook page and website throughout September as we will be sharing a different story every day to celebrate this            
landmark, of which we are all incredibly proud. 
 
I know I say it every time, but we have had a super busy six months and some of you may have noticed that our Charity       
Number has changed. As we have grown so much, it was time to make some changes to our 
legal status which meant re-registering with the Charities Commission. However, this doesn’t 
change who we are or  what we do it simply safeguards and protects  us in line with our 
growth. 

 Finally, just to wish you all a lovely summer and fingers crossed we 
get to enjoy some sun again this year! 
 
Warmest wishes to you all 
Jo 

Jo Page                                                                                                         
Trust Manager 

 

Spring has sprung! 

Our sensory garden looks glorious bathed in 

the spring sunshine.  The warm weather 

brought with it  a couple of feathered visitors 

who took a dip in the memorial stream. 

We rely completely upon the generous           

voluntary support gifted to us by local            

businesses and our community for garden             

maintenance and  groundwork.   

RELAX & 

ENJOY! 

If your place of work or group would be interested in joining us on a Thursday to tend our garden 

then please do get in touch, we are ALWAYS  looking for support..                                                       

Email Karen:   Karen@jameshopkinstrust.org.uk 

The children LOVE the garden whatever the weather! 

WELCOME! 



1989 – May 29th, James passes away in Gloucestershire Royal Hospital and Vance & Heather create The James Hopkins 

Trust. In September a Jumble Sale in Lydney raises £300 and the money is used to provide respite care in the home of the 

1st child we supported.  

1990 – We provide an average of 35 hours per month Nursing Respite Care & hold our 1st Auction!  

1991 – Our 1st collecting tin is issued to Majestic Wine & an article about James is in Womans Own. 

1992 – We produce our 1st xmas cards, hold our 1st Dean Dawdle & Thank you reception, launch our “52 club”, receive our 

1st Children in Need grant and provide an average of 300 hours per month. 

1993 – 4 representatives of the Trust were invited to Highgrove House to meet HRH Prince of Wales. 

1994 – We receive our 1st donation from Severn Sound and celebrate our 5th anniversary.  

1995 – A milestone of ½ million pounds raised, we move into a small wing at Jordans Brook House & purchase and install 

our 1st Multi-Sensory rooms with a grant from Barnwood House Charity.  

1996 – We hold our 1st ever Christmas Carol Service and Alec Brown paints our new xmas cards.  

1997 – We start investigating having our own premises & offer an average 620 hrs care per month. 

1998 –Tony Pennings Expedition to Greenland where he names a 1st climbed peak after James. 

1999 – Our 10th anniversary and we now provide an average of 730 respite hours per month. 

2000 – We receive £25,000 for winning SmithKlineBeecham’s Impact in the Community Award. 

2001 – We buy a piece of land to build our own premises & provide 800 hrs of respite per month . 

2002 – Work starts on building Kites Corner, we hold our 1st Golf Day and we form a partnership with Zurich                                

Financial Services.  

2003 – We move into Kites Corner! Vance & Heather win Central South Personality of the Year!  

2004 – We open our Sensory & Memorial Garden, celebrate 15 years, & offer 940 respite hours.  

2005 – We start our weekly crèche facilities, Alec Brown provides over 200 watercolours for us to produce a book to sell, & 

our garden wins a special award as part of Heart of England in Bloom. 

2006 – We provide an average of 1000 free nursing respite hours per month!  

2007 – The Mums raise £1250 at the summer fete & Alec Brown, long term supporter passes away.  

2008 – Work starts on our Conservatory extension & 9 siblings have an adventure weekend away!  

2009 – Our conservatory is completed and see page 7 for all our other building improvements. 

2010 -Our very own lottery - Gloucestershire Lottery is launched. 

2011 - Families Involvement Group (FIG) was formed. 

2012 - Overnight campaign is launched—£500,00 is need to be raised to build an bedroom extension. 

2013 - 24-hour Go Karting Event  takes place. Sophie, James sister climbs Kilimanjaro. 

2014 - Our 25th year anniversary.  ’Spade in the Ground’  launches the build of our  accommodation wing. 

2015 -  Vance retires.  ’Poddys Wing’ our bedroom extension opens for overnight stays 

2016  - We host our first Kite Ball. ‘Global Make Some Noise’ supports James Hopkins Trust for 12 months. 

2017 -  The first ‘JHT Day’ takes place. 

2018  We exceed 100 children in one year that received our care.  We employed our first apprentice. 

2019  We are 30!  A new Sensory Room design is commissioned thanks to an unexpected legacy. 

We really can't believe that thirty years have gone by since the James Hopkins Trust 
began. After James passed away we wanted to create something that would help 
other families to care for their children with additional needs at home, surrounded by 
their loving family. So along with a few friends we started a committee and 
Vance's Aunty organised a jumble sale, our first fundraising event and in the first 
year we raised around £6,000.  Now 30 years later the James Hopkins Trust has a 
purpose built Respite Centre with three bedrooms providing overnight care for 4   
children at a time 3 nights a week, daycare with sensory equipment, holiday clubs 
and domiciliary care all provided by our own James Hopkins Trust Nurses.  None of 
this would have been possible without the help and dedication of all the committee 
members, volunteers, staff, supporters and donors over the 30 years, so from both of 
us to all of you a very big THANK YOU.  

Vance & Heather Hopkins—  James’s Parents & Founders of James Hopkins Trust 



. 

 

PLEASE support us at our  

Summer Draw 2019            

There are some fantastic prizes!  

JHTcharity 

Thejameshopkinstrust 

jameshopkinstrust 

As we are now sending the majority of our               

newsletters via email we are not able to send              

everyone the Summer Fete  tickets, as usual, to sell 

on our behalf. This year we will be relying on you, 

our lovely supporters, to let us know if you would 

like some tickets to sell to your friends and           

families. We can either send them to you or, if you 

would like to pay by BACs, we can fill in the tickets 

on your behalf here at Kites Corner or of course 

you are very welcome to come and collect them!  

KEEP UP TO DATE 



 

 

NATIVITY PLAY 

We wanted to bring something new to the families this  year so thought a play would be a fun addition to our memory 
making. It was wonderful to see the children and nursing team working together to make such a memorable afternoon.  

EASTER 

FUN! 

FUN! 

FUN! 



Wouldn’t it be great if you could do your shopping and help our charity at the same time? 

TA DAH...  Introducing Amazon Smile. 

Amazon Smile is simply Amazon but it donates a % of what you spend to the 

charity of your choice.  Result! 

AND ...James Hopkins Trust is registered with Amazon Smile 

SO… visit smile.amazon.com login with your usual Amazon login and password.  Select your charity 

to be James Hopkins Trust and it’s done!                                                                        

Our 30th Anniversary Kite Ball was a roaring success! 280 guests joined us at Hatherley 

Manor Hotel, we had a delicious dinner and danced the night away to the sounds of live 

band Freefall & DJ Mark James.  The whole evening was fantastic and the icing on the 

cake was the ball  making a record amount of  

£20,000.00!   

We had a Ball! 

The next Kite Ball is 8th February 2020 

HAPPY SHOPPING = HAPPY JHT! 

Holiday Club 



 

 

Your support is extremely important and is vital for uo be able to continue to provide the free nursing respite        

care our families so desperately need.  We need to raise £1600 a day and can only do this with your help.              

By making a regular monthly donation to James Hopkins Trust you will be helping us to continue to provide     

nursing respite care and support for the life limited and life threatened children in Gloucestershire.                       

 

If everyone in Gloucestershire gave us £1 a 

year then we would have enough funding to 

support                                                                                                

Sort code :               

James Hopkins Trust can claim back the tax on your donation if you are a UK taxpayer, with no cost to you. Please 

sign below to confirm that you are happy for us to claim from the UK Government the tax that you have already 

paid on your donation (currently 25 pence for every £1 you give). 

I am a UK taxpayer and would like for James Hopkins Trust to claim back the tax on my gift. 

Signature …………………………………………………… Date ……………………… 

R E G U L A R   M O N T H L Y   G I V I N G   F O R M                                  

TITLE ………     FIRST NAME ………………………………………………………………… SURNAME …………………………………………………………… 

ADDRESS………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………POSTCODE …………………… …………………… 

TELEPHONE …………………………………………………………………      EMAIL …………………… ………………………………………………………… 

I would like to give a regular gift to James Hopkins Trust of £ ………………..    per month starting on ….. /…... /…...   

New Standing Order Authority—Please pay JAMES HOPKINS TRUST,                                                                                              

Bank; Lloyds Bank, Lydney, Gloucestershire     Account Number; 00068742   Sort Code; 30-95-29 

Account in the name of: …………………………… …………………….…     Bank Name    ………………………………………………………………… 

Account number :               

Continue payments until further notice:   YES            

Signature ……………………………………………………………………………………………   Date     ……………………………………………………………… 

Please complete and return to:   

JAMES HOPKINS TRUST, KITES CORNER, NORTH UPTON LANE, BARNWOOD , GLOUCESTER GL4 3TR   

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE! 

ALL of our children for 1 FULL YEAR!   



 

James Hopkins Trust would like to thank  Alpha Colour Printers  for printing this newsletter free of charge. 

 June —       Connor Jenkins, Charlie Ellis, Andrew Tibbles, Bethany Rogers  and William Fletcher 

 May —    Jake Hughes, Thomas Whitlock, Maryam Parekh, Joseph Newton Dix and Arthur Spackman   

 March —     Jasmin May Heap, Jordan Green, Keziah Townsend, Angus Scrivener, Jack Thornley                                                                                                                      

  and Precious Swatton 

 April —     Tyler Sherwin, Emily Rodgers, Ava Parsons, Clara Day, Honey-May Dix 

February — Brekkan Chapman-Smith, Callum Nichol, Thomas Adams, Amy Jakeman, Amy Hawkins, Joseph Tilling,                        

  Kyle Green, Daniel Watt and Edward Cook       

January  —  Rhys Cullis, Noah Hann, Oliver James, Lucas Dunn, Amelia Hopkins, Ella Murray and Charlotte Matty 

We Remember 

COLLECTION TINS BRING US IMPRESSIVE 

MONTHLY INCOME              

If there is somewhere near you that might      

be interested in taking a                                         

James Hopkins Trust Collection Tin                       

Please let us know. 

 

Gloucestershire Lottery is 

JAMES HOPKINS TRUST’S  

own lottery scheme               

ALL proceeds  come         

directly to                              

James Hopkins Trust  

£1 per week 


