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Making A Will
This document is only aguide and The James Hopkins Trust  would advise anyone making or updating a Will to get in touch with a practising solicitor to help you do this.
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About Our Charity
JAMES HOPKINS TRUST AIMS & OBJECTIVES

James was born in Gloucestershire Royal Hospital in September 1987 with a rare condition called myotubular myopathy, which resulted in his muscles being very weak.  His parents Vance and Heather provided him with 24 hour care in the family home.  Sadly on returning to hospital for a routine check-up, James caught a severe infection and died, aged 20 months.
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Vance and Heather founded the Trust in his memory in 1989 and resolved to provide the type of help they knew from personal experience other families in similar situations desperately needed.

Since its founding, the Trust has helped several hundred children and their families with respite care.  New referrals arrive virtually every week. The Trust provides its services to severely disabled life limited and life threatened children aged 5 and under, and their families. All services are free to those who meet our criteria.  

We are a local Gloucestershire charity which helps severely disabled, life limited and life threatened young children and their families with:

· free respite care, including Multi Sensory facilities at Kites Corner

· financial assistance for visits to specialist hospitals,

· and equipment specially designed for children with disabilities

Respite care is by far our most important and most requested provision.  For a growing number of families it is a lifeline of desperately needed support.  

Making A Will

Making a Will and keeping it up to date is very important - it puts you in control. Follow the process below to make sure your Will reflects your wishes.

1. Assess your estate. 

Make a list of all your significant possessions. For example, your house, car, savings and insurance, and other items of value.

2. Decide who you would like to benefit. 

You can choose to share your estate between anyone you like - your spouse, family or friends. You could also leave a legacy to a charity or good cause, such as James Hopkins Trust, after your family and friends have all been properly provided for.

3. Decide what sorts of gift to leave. 

You can leave any kind of gift: a share of your estate (residuary), an amount of money (pecuniary) or specific items. Find out more about some of the different types of legacy below Your solicitor will also be able to advise you on the benefits of different types of legacy.

4. Choose your executors. 

You should now select between one and four people who will be able and willing to ensure the wishes within your Will are carried out. You can choose your bank, your solicitor, or willing friends or relatives.

5. Make a list of any other questions you may want to ask
your solicitor. 

6. Arrange to see your solicitor to make your Will. 

This shouldn't take long - but it's important to involve a legal professional to draw it up for you. If all the legal formalities are not correctly followed, your Will could be declared invalid. 

7. Ensure that your Will is correctly drawn up. 

When you are happy with the contents of your Will, make sure that it is executed and witnessed properly. Your solicitor can advise you on this.

8. Keep your Will up to date. 

You can update your Will at any time to reflect changes in your circumstances - such as the sale of your house, or the death of friends or loved ones. Your solicitor can advise you on the best way to change your Will - either by re-writing it or by adding a codicil.

James Hopkins Trust  would advise anyone making or updating a Will to get in touch with a practising solicitor to help you do this. 

Update Your Will

It's vital to review your Will regularly to ensure that it reflects your current wishes and circumstances. For instance, you may need to change your Will if you have got married, divorced, moved house or there has been a death of a friend or family member.

Types Of Legacy

There are a few different kinds of gift you can leave in your Will. The most common are described below.

Residuary bequest

A gift of the remainder of the estate after all other bequests have been made and debts cleared is called a residuary bequest.

Pecuniary bequest

A gift of a fixed sum of money in your Will is called a pecuniary bequest. The value of pecuniary legacies will decrease over time, as the cost of living increases.

Specific bequest

A particular named item left as a gift in your Will is known as a specific bequest - for example, a piece of jewellery.

Contingent bequest

A gift in your Will that depends upon the occurrence of an event which may or may not happen is known legally as a contingent bequest. An example is a bequest to a charity which applies only if other beneficiaries named in the Will die before the testator (person who made the Will).

I would like to make a gift to The James Hopkins Trust in my Will. What information do I need to include?

The main thing is to include our full name of James Hopkins Trust, registered office address and registered charity number, as below: 

James Hopkins Trust

Kite’s Corner,

North Upton Lane, Barnwood,

Gloucester

GL4 3TR

Registered Charity Number: 1000870

However, if you want to be completely sure of the correct wording used to make a legacy, please use the examples below provided in the section entitled ‘Examples of Wording’. Your solicitor will also be able to assist you with these.

Examples of Wording

Should you wish to remember James Hopkins Trust  in your Will you might wish to take the following wording suggestions for a residuary bequest and a pecuniary bequest to your solicitor. They will ensure that your wishes are accurately followed:
It is important to ensure that the following clause below is inserted, whichever wording you need to use:
Residuary bequest (a proportion)

I give (%) of the residue of my real and personal estate which I can dispose of by Will in any manner I think proper to James Hopkins Trust (Registered Charity No. 1000870) of Kite’s Corner, North Upton Lane, Barnwood, Gloucester GL4 3TR and the receipt of the Honorary Treasurer or the proper officer for the time being of James Hopkins Trust shall be a complete discharge to my Executors.

Pecuniary bequest (a set sum)

I give the sum of ...... pounds to James Hopkins Trust (Registered Charity No. 1000870) of Kite’s Corner, North Upton Lane, Barnwood, Gloucester. GL4 3TR and the receipt of the Honorary Treasurer or other proper officer for the time being of James Hopkins Trust shall be a complete discharge to my Executors.

It is important to ensure that the following clause is inserted, whichever wording you need to use:
If at my death any charity named as a beneficiary in this Will or any Codicil hereto has changed its name or amalgamated with or transferred its assets to another body then my Executors shall give effect to any gift made to such charity as if it had been made (in the first case) to the body in its changed name or (in the second place) to the body which results from such amalgamation or to which such transfer has been made.

Please also remember to use our full name James Hopkins Trust and the correct registered address and charity number.

Glossary of Terms

The legal terms used in the process of making or updating a Will can be confusing. Here we explain the most common words and phrases that you may come across.

Beneficiary

Any person or organisation to whom you wish to leave a legacy or bequest (gift) in your Will.

Codicil

Any change or addition that you make to your Will. It must follow the same legal formalities as the original Will.

Contingent bequest

A gift in your Will which depends upon the occurrence of an event which may or may not happen. For example - a bequest to a charity which applies only if other beneficiaries named in the Will die before the testator (person who made the Will).

Estate

The total sum of your possessions, property and money (minus debts) left after your death.

Executor(s)

Person(s) appointed by you to make sure the wishes in your Will are carried out.

Intestate

The condition of dying without having made a Will.

Legacy

A bequest or gift left in your Will. It can be in the form of money, property, stocks and shares or possessions.

Life interest

The right of a beneficiary to benefit from part or all of an estate for their lifetime.

Pecuniary bequest

A gift of a fixed sum of money in your Will.

Probate

the legal procedure after death which confirms your Will is valid and confirms the executors' authority to carry out your wishes.

Residuary bequest

A gift of the remainder of the estate after all other bequests have been made and debts cleared.

Specific bequest

A particular named item left as a gift in your Will - for example, a piece of jewellery.

Testator

A person who has made a Will.
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